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THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

An Act torepeal and re-enact the Traffic Ordinance

[ ]

ENACTED by the Parliament of the United Republic of Tanzania.

PART |
PRELIMINARY
1. This Act may be cited as the Road Traffic Act, 1973 and shall Short title
come into operation on such date as the Minister may appoint. and
commence-
- . . ment
2,(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires- Interpretar

"bicycle" means any vehicle which has at least two wheelswhich is tion

propelled by means of pedals or hand cranks solely by the muscular
energy of the person riding it;

"bridge" includes a culvert;

"carriage" means wagon, cart, bicycle, tricycle and every description
of wheeled vehicle other than-
(a) motor vehicle;

(b) vehicle used on specially prepared ways such as railway or
tramway,

(c) atrailer;
(d) ababy carriage;
(e) wheel barrow;
"carriageway" means that part of aroad normally used by vehicular

traffic but does not include that part of aroad which consists of
astreet refuge or central reservation whether within the limits
of pedestrian crossing or not;
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" commercial vehicle" means any motor vehicle constructed or adapted

for use and used for the conveyance of goods in the course of
trade or agriculture or for the conveyance in the course of this
employment of persons who are in the employment of the owner .-

"dealer" means a person who trades in or repairs motor vehicles or
trailers for financial reward or gain;

"driver"

(a) in relation to a motor vehicle or any other vehicle, means a
person who drives or attempts to drive or isin charge of the
vehicle and includes an instructor of alearner driver;

(b) in relation to animalss, means A person who guides cattle, singly
or in herds, or flocks, or draught pack or saddle animals on a
road; and

(C) inrelation to atowed vehicle, means a person who drives the
towing vehicle;

"driving licence" means alicence issued under Part |11 of this Act;

"driving school" shall have the meaning assigned to that expression in
Cap. 584 the Motor Vehicles Driving Schools (Licensing) Act, 1965;
"engineering plant" means movable plant or equipment being a self-

Propelled vehicle or trailer designed or constructed for special
purposes of engineering operations which, when proceeding on a
road, does not carry any load other than such as is necessary for
its Propulsion or equipment;

" examining officer" means a Person appointed as an examining officer
under section 4;

" excess charge" means the amount additional to the initial charge for
avehicleleft in aParking place for atime exceeding the standard
Period prescribed for the Parking place as indicated on the parking
meter;

" goods vehicle" means a motor vehicle constructed or adapted for
use for the conveyance of goods or burden of any description;

"initial charge" means the amount of the charge for avehicleleft in

a parking place for atime not exceeding the standard period
prescribed for the parking place and as indicated on the parking
meter;

"learner driver licence" means alicence issued under this Act to a
person to drive a motor vehicle or tractor under the personal super-
vision of alicensed instructor,

"medical practitioner" has the meaning assigned to that expression
Cap. 409 under the Medical Practitioners and Dentists Ordinance.

"Minister" means the Minister for the time being responsible for road
traffic;
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"motor-cycle" means a motor vehicle with less than four wheels, the
unladen weight of which does not exceed four hundred kilograms;

"motor vehicle" means any self-propelled vehicle intended or adapted
for use on the roads and includes an engineering plant;

"one-way street" means any road on which driving other than in one
direction is prohibited at all times;

"owner'_

(a) in the case of avehicle which is for the time being registered
under the Act and is not being used under a hiring agreement
or a hire-purchase agreement, means the person appearing as the

owner of the vehicle in the register kept by the Registrar under
this Act; and

(b) in relation to a vehicle which is the subject of hiring agreement

or hire-purchase agreement, includes the person in possession of or
having the use of the vehicle under that agreement;

(c) inrelation to a vehicle not registered under this Act, includes the
driver or the person in charge of the same;

"parking meter" means an apparatus for use on or in the vicinity of a
parking place for indicating, as respects a space provided at that
parking place for the leaving of vehicles, whether the initial charge
has been paid and whether the period for which payment was made
by theinitial charge has expired;

"Partner States' means the United Republic of Tanzaniathe Republic
of Uganda and the Republic of Kenya;

"passenger vehicle" means a vehicle that is constructed or adopted
solely for the carriage of passengers and their effects,

"pedestrian crossing” means a crossing for foot passengers of the part

of aroad normally used by vehicular traffic established under this
Act and indicated by traffic signsin accordance with the regula-
tions having effect as respects that crossing;

"plying for hire" includes__
(i) standing on, any public taxi rank or stand;

(ii) being offered for hire by any notice, advertisement or
announcement;

(iii) standing or travelling whilst exhibiting a "for hire" notice of
any kind;
"points system" means a method whereby numerical values are assigned
to driving offences in proportion to the seriousness of the offence;

"prescribed" means prescribed by regulations made under this Act;

"prescribed limit has the meaning assigned to it by section 49 of
this Act;
"private omnibus" means a passenger vehicle not being a public

service vehicle having seating accommodation for more than
seven passengers excluding the driver;
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"public omnibus" means a public service vehicle that carries passengers
for hire or reward,;

"public service vehicle" means a motor vehicle which carries or is

intended to carry passengers for hire or reward, whether or not
used or constructed solely for that purpose;

"register” includes information stored m a computer and any other
apparatus;

"Registrar" means a person appointed as Registrar of Motor Vehicles
under subsection (1) of section 3 of this Act and includes a Deputy
Registrar;

"regulations’ means regul ations made under section 114;

"rental vehicle" means a passenger vehicle which is a public service
vehicle not employed to carry passengers at separate fares but which
pliesfor hire at alicensed fixed place of business (not being a taxi
rank or road) on daily, weekly or monthly basis or for a specific
journey;

‘semi-trailer” means any trailer designed to be coupled to a motor

vehicle m such away that part of it rests on the motor vehicle
and that a substantial part of its weight and of the weight of its
load is borne by the motor vehicle;

"street parking place" and "off-street parking place" refer respectively
to parking places on land which does, and on land which does
not, form part of aroad;

"taxi-cab" means a public service vehicle with seating accommodation
for not more than six passengers exclusive of the driver;

"tractor" means a self-propelled road vehicle which is not itself con-
structed to carry aload other than such asis necessary for its
propulsion and equipment but which is constructed or adapted for
the purpose of drawing or propelling a vehicle;

"traffic sign" means any object, device or marks (whether fixed or port-
able and in the case of marks, whether painted or otherwise dis-
played) for conveying to traffic on the roads, or any specified
description of traffic, warnings, information, requirements, restric-
tions or prohibitions of any description specified by the Minister
by regulations and any line or mark on aroad for so conveying
such warnings, information, requirements, restrictions or prohibi-
tions;

"trailer" means any vehicle designed to be drawn or propelled by a
motor vehicle but does not include-

(i) an integral sidecar, integral forecar or integral trailer
attached to a motor-cycle (which shall be regarded as
forming part of the vehicle to which it is attached);

(i) engineering plant;

"vehicle" means a vehicle of any description whatsoever, and includes
amachine or implement of any kind drawn or propelled along
roads whether by animal, mechanical, electrical or any other motive-
power;
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"vehicle inspector" means a person appointed as a vehicle inspector
under section 4.

(2) Referencesin this Act to the Chief Medical Officer and the
Engineer m Chief shall be construed as references to persons for the
time being holding those posts, however so designated, in the Ministries
for the time being responsible for health and works respectively.

(a) Administration

3.-(1) Subject to the provisions of any written law relating to the  gegigrar of
appointment of persons to the public service, the Minister for the \tor

time being responsible for finance may, by notice in the Gazette, vehicles
appoint a Registrar of Motor Vehicles.

(2) The Minister for the time being responsible for finance may,
by notice in the Gazette, appoint Deputy Registrars of Motor Vehicles
for such parts of Tanganyika as may be specified in the notice.

4. The Minister shall, by notice in the Gazette, appoint— Other traffic
() vehicleinspectors; and
(b) examining officers,

and may, by notice in the Gazette, appoint such other officers as may

be necessary for the better carrying out of the purposes and provisions
Act; and

(b) Records

5.-(1) The Registrar shall keep m the prescribed form- Registers

(a) registers of all motor vehicles and trailers registered under this
Act; and

(b) registers of all driving licences, issued under this Act,
and shall cause every Deputy Registrar to keep registers of all motor

vehicles, trailers and engineering plant registered by him and of
driving licences issued by him.

(2) All registers shall be open for inspection on demand by a police
officer who shall be entitled to copy any entry in aregister.

6. All registersin the custody of the Registrar shall be open for in- Searches
spection by members of the public during prescribed hours upon pay-
ment of the prescribed fee.

7. (1) The Registrar shall, upon payment of the prescribed fee, certificate
furnish to an applicant a certified copy of any entry in any register. copies
(2) The copy of any entry in aregister which is certified under the
hand of the Registrar shall be deemed to be correct copy and shall be
prima facie evidence of all statements contained therein in all court
proceedings.
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PART Il
REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES- ETC.

8.-(1) No person shall use on any road a motor vehicle or trailer
other than a motor vehicle or trailer exempted from the provisions of
this Act, unless such motor vehicle or trailer is registered under the
provisions of this Act-

(2) If any motor vehicle or trailer is used in contravention of the
provisions of sub-section (1) the owner of the motor vehicle, or as the
case may be, the trailer as well asthe driver of the motor vehicle shall
be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to afine not
exceeding fifty thousand shillings or imprisonment for a term not
exceeding five years or to both such fine and such imprisonment, and in
addition thereto, the court may order the forfeiture to the Government
of the motor vehicle or the trailer, as the case may be.

9.-(1) For the purposes of registration under this Act, motor vehicles
and trailers shall be divided into such classes as may be prescribed by
regul ations made by the Minister for the time being responsible for
finance.

(2) A vehicle designed to be supported on a cushion of air herein-
after referred to as a "hover vehicle" shall, for the purposes of this Act,
be deemed to be a motor vehicle, whether or not it is adapted or in-
tended for use on roads but, subject to the provisions of sub-section (3)
of this section, shall be treated as not being a motor vehicle of any of
the classes or description prescribed under this Act.

(3) The Minister may by regulations provide-

(a) that any provision of this Act which would otherwise apply to
hover vehicles shall not apply to them, or shall apply to them
subject to such modifications as may be specified in the regulations;
or

(b) that any such provision of this Act which would not otherwise

apply to hover vehicles shall apply to them subject to such modi-
fications, if any, as may be specified in the regulations.

10.-(1) An application for the registration of a motor vehicle or
trailer shall be made in the prescribed form by the owner of the motor
viehicle or atrailer to the Registrar and shall be accompanied by the
prescribed fee.

(2) No person under the age of eighteen years shall be registered
as the owner of amotor vehicle or trailer:

Provided that a person who has attained the apparent age of fourteen
years may be registered as the owner of a motor cycle.

(3) No person adjudged under any law to be of unsound mind shall
be registered as the owner of a motor vehicle or trailer:

Provided that any person authorized to act as the trustee of
such person of unsound mind may be registered as the owner in his
capacity as atrustee.

(4) For the purposes of this section "prescribed" means prescribed by

regulations made by the Minister for the time being responsible for
finance.
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11. (1) The Registrar shall, prior to the registration of a motor

vehicle or trailer verify the particulars in the application for registration (F;fe?r'];:fon
and shall satisfy himself that- vehicle, etc

(a) the motor vehicle or trailer isin afit and proper condition for
the purpose for which it isintended to be used, and he may for
that purpose send the motor vehicle inspector for examination;

(b) the motor vehicle or trailer has been lawfully exported from its
country of origin or the country in which it was last registered;

(c) the motor vehicle or trailer has been lawfully imported into
Tanganyika; and

(d) any tax or duty due in respect of the motor vehicle or trailer
under any written law has been paid.

(2) The Registrar shall, when satisfied as to the particulars of a motor
vehicle or trailer contained m an application for registration, enter
particulars thereof m hi's register and shall assign the motor vehicle
or trailer identification marks to be shown on the registration plates
to be affixed to the motor vehicle or trailer in the prescribed manner
and shall issue to the applicant certificate of registration m the prescribed
form for the motor vehicle or trailer.

(3) Where a motor vehicle or trailer is owned by two or more persons,
the registration shall be -effected in the name of all the owners; m no
circumstances shall registration of a motor vehicle or trailer be effected
under a business name (whether registered or unregistered) or under
the name of any unincorporated body:

Provided that where the owner is a society registered under the
Societies Ordinance, the society may be registered as such owner.

(4) Any person who, without lawful authority or excuse-

(a) fraudulently or knowingly alters or defaces any identification
marks assigned m respect of any motor vehicle or trailer;

(b) fraudulently uses, lends or permits to be used any such identifica-
tion marks,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a
fine not exceeding ten thousand shillings or to aterm of imprisonment
not exceeding two years or to both such fine and i mprisonment.

12.-(1) If any person being a dealer makes, in the prescribed manner,
an application in that behalf to the Registrar that he may be entitled,

m lieu of registering each motor vehicle or trailer kept by him, to take irﬂasgeagfn

out ageneral certificate of registration in respect of all such vehicles deder
used by him, the Registrar may, subject to any prescribed conditions

and the payment of the prescribed fee, issue to him a general certificate

of registration m respect of all vehicles used by him for such purposes

as may be prescribed:
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Provided that-

(a) the holder of any general certificate of registration issued under
this section shall not be entitled by virtue of that certificate to
use more than one vehicle at any one time, except in the case
of avehicle drawing atrailer and used for the prescribed purposes,
in which case both the motor vehicle and the trailer may be so
used, or to use any vehicle in breach of any of the prescribed
conditions or for any purpose other than a prescribed purpose;
and

(b) nothing in this section shall operate to prevent a person entitled
to take out a general certificate of registration from holding
two or more such certificates.

~ (2) Provision may be made b?./I r%gulati ons for assigning general
identification marks to a person holding any certificate of registration

issued under this section.

(3) Any person who, being the holder of a general certificate of
registration issued under this section, uses at any time a greater
number of vehicles than he is authorized to use by virtue of such
certificate or certificates shall be guilty of an offence under section
8 of this Act.

13.-(I) Every person driving or being m charge of any motor
vehicle or trailer shall carry with him the orginal certificate of registra-
tion or duplicate copy thereof duly authorized by the registrar, issued
in respect of such motor vehicle or trailer and shall produce it for
inspection by any police officer or vehicle inspector who may demand

an inspection of the certificate.

(2) Any person who fails to comply with any of the requirements
of subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable, on
conviction, to afine not exceeding ten thousand shillings or to imprison-
ment for aterm not exceeding two years or to both such fine and
such imprisonment.

14.-(1) If the identification marks or any of them required to be
fixed on amotor vehicle or atrailer in pursuance of this Part are not
fixed, or if being so fixed, any of them are in any way obscured or
rendered or allowed to become not easily distinguishable, the owner
aswell asthedriver of the vehicle shall be severally guilty of an offence:

Provided that-

(a) a person charged under this section with obscuring a mark or
rendering or allowing it to become not easily distinguishable shall
not be liable to be convicted on the charge if he provesto the
satisfaction of the court that he took all steps reasonably practi-
cable to prevent the marks from being obscured or rendered not
easily distinguishable;

(b) should the marks be temporarily obscured or rendered not easily
distinguishable through the action or default of the driver of
the vehicle the driver and not the owner shall be guilty of an
offence.
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(2) No identification marks other than those prescribed under this
Act or by or under any other written law shall be fixed to any motor
vehicle or trailer.

(3) If any registered motor vehicle or trailer is broken up or destroyed,
the registered owner shall, with in thirty days of such occurrence, notify
such fact in writing to the Registrar with whom the vehicle is registered
and shall return the registration certificate relating to the vehicle to
such Registrar.

(4) If any registered motor vehicle or trailer is being sent permanently
out of Tanganyikathe registered owner shall, prior to such happening,
notify the Registrar with whom the vehicle is registered and shall return

the registration certficate relating to the vehicle to such Registrar.

(5) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any of the
provisions of this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable on conviction to afine not exceeding five thousand shillings or
to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding twelve months or to both
such fine and imprisonment.

15. The person in whose name a motor vehicle or trailer isregistered Presumption
shall, unless the contrary be proved, be presumed to be the owner of of '
the vehicle. ownership

16.-(1) Within seven days after the sale or other disposition of any  \iceof
kind whatsoever of any registered motor vehicle or trailer the person  ¢nage of
selling or otherwise disposing of it shall- ownership

(a) notify the Registrar, in the prescribed form accompanied by the
prescribed fee, of the sale or disposition, the name and address
of the new owner, the mileage recorded on the mileage recorder
(if any) of the motor vehicle and of such further particulars as
may be prescribed; and

(b) deliver the registration certificate of the vehicle to the Registrar.

(2) Sub-section (1) of this section shall not apply to a change of pos-
session consequent on a contract of hiring where the period of hiring
does not exceed three months or where the registered owner continues
to employ and pay the driver of the motor vehicle or trailer, as the
case may be.

(3) Where a motor vehicle or trailer which is subject to a hire-
purchase agreement is lawfully repossessed under the terms of that
agreement, the provisions of subsection (1) shall apply asif the regis-
tered owner has sold or otherwise disposed of the motor vehicle or
trailer to the person entitled to repossess the same:

Provided that in any such case subsection (1) shall apply asif refe-
rences therein to the seller were references to the person so repossessing
the vehicle.

(4) The Registrar shall, in registering the change of ownership of a
motor vehicle or trailer, make an entry thereof in the appropriate
register and shall amend the certificate of registration accordingly or
issue anew certificate of registration and deliver the amended certificate
or the new certificate as the case may be, to the new registered owner of
the motor vehicle or trailer, as the case may be.
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17. The Minister may, by order in the Gazette, provide for the exemp-
tion, either wholly or partially, and either unconditionally or upon condi-
tions, of persons or of their motor vehicles or trailers or of any class
of persons or of motor vehicle or trailers, from all or any of the require-
ments of this Part or of the regulations.

18. Any person who-

(a) uses or permits to be used a vehicle required to be registered
under this Part without the identification marks assigned thereto
affixed thereon in, the manner prescribed,;

(b) affixes on any vehicle required to be registered under this Part,
identification’'marks not assigned to that vehicle or fixes the identi-

fication marks so assigned in a manner other than the manner
prescribed; or
(c) gives false information or makes an incorrect statement —
(i) when effecting or changing the registration of a motor vehicle
or trailer; or
(ii) when applying for a certificate of registration or duplicate of
a certificate of registration in respect of any vehicle; or
(iii) to the Registrar or a prospective buyer, as to the mileage
recorded on the mileage recorder (if any) of amotor vehicle;
(iv) when effecting the change of ownership of a motor vehicle or
trailer; or
(v) when applying for adealer's vehicle licence; or
(d) altersthe mileage recorder (if any) on a motor vehicle so asto
reduce the mileage recorded; or
(e) obtains, uses or permits to be used dealer's identification marks
otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of this Part
or of regulations made in that behalf;
(f) failsto surrender his certificate of registration for alteration,
cancellation or inspection when required so to do by the Registrar
or apolice officer;

(g) failsto comply with the provisions of subsection (1) of section 16,
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to afine

not exceeding ten thousand shillings or to aterm of imprisonment
not exceeding two years or to both such fine and imprisonment.

PART I11
DRIVING LICENCES

19.-(1) No person shall drive any class of motor vehicle, on aroad
unless he isthe holder of avalid driving licence or avalid learner
driving licence issued to him in respect of such class of motor vehicle.

(2) No person who owns or who has charge of a motor vehicle or
trailer of any category shall allow or permit any person to drive
such motor vehicle unless such person is the holder of avalid driving
licence or avalid learner driving licence issued to him in respect of
that class of motor vehicle, or trailer.



No. 30 Road Traffic 1973 15

20.-(1) For the purpose of issue of driving licences, motor vehicles  jassification

shall be classified in such manner as may be prescribed. of motor

vehicles,
(2) Regulations may provide that a person licensed to drive any onedriving  etc., for
class of motor vehicles shall be entitled to drive any of the other licences  iying

classes of motor vehicles and may also provide that before aperson licences
can apply for alicence to drive any specified class of motor vehicles

he shall be required to hold avalid driving licence in respect of any

other class of motor vehicles.

21.-(1) The Registrar may, upon the application of alearner driver  learner
in the prescribed form accompanied by the prescribed fee and, in the driving
case of an application for alicence to drive a motor vehicle other '1°®"%
than a motor-cycle, upon being satisfied that he has made arrangements

for receiving instructions in driving from a driving school or a compe-

tent and duly licensed driver, issue the applicant with alearner driving
licence in the prescribed form authorizing him to drive while under the
personal supervision of hisinstructor except that a motor-cycle may

be driven solo.

(2) A learner driving licence shall be valid for three months and
may, in the discretion of the Registrar, be renewed for the periods of
three months at a time upon payment of the prescribed fee, but no learner
driving permit shall be renewable after a period of fifteen months
beginning with the date on which it was first issued unless the applicant
has, within such period of fifteen months, submitted himself for at
least one driving test.

22. When amotor vehicleis being used for the purposes of instructing | i
alearner drive, it shall display such identification marks and in suc

. ksf
manner as may be prescribed. \r/ne?']riclse: '

used for
. . o driving
23.-(1) A learner driver may at any time after one month from the Driving  Iessons
date when alearner driving licence was first issued to him present tests
himself to the Registrar for adriving test.

(2) Driving tests shall be conducted, upon payment of the prescribed
fee, by examining officersin such manner as may be prescribed or as
the Minister may direct.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) where the
Registrar is of the opinion that an applicant for driving test is experien.
ced in driving motor vehicle he may accept the application for atest
whether or not such applicant holds alearner driving licence.

24. If the examining officer is satisfied that — N
Certificate

(a) the applicant is competent to drive a motor vehicle of the class
of which he desires adriving licence; and competence

(b) the applicant has a good knowledge of this Act, the Highway
Code, the road signals and the road sg gns,

the examining officer shall, upon payment of the prescribed fee by
the applicant, issue to applicant a certificate of competence in the
prescribed form.



16

No. 30 Road Traffic 1973

Driving
licences

Conditional
driving
licences

Mandatory
(c:)ar\ncel lation

Suspension
of driving
licence

25.-(1) An application for adriving licence or alearner driving
licence, except an application for arenewal thereof, shall be madein
person to the Registrar in the prescribed form, accompanied by the
prescribed fee and the certificate of competence and the particulars
required in such form and the licence shall be signed by the applicant
in the presence of the Registrar.

(2) A driving licence shall be valid for three years from the date of
issue but may, on application being made in the prescribed form and
on payment of the prescribed fee, be renewed for further periods of
threeyears at atime.

(3) Where adriving licence has for any reason not been renewed
within a period of five years or more from the date of itsissue or
renewal (whichever date last occurs) the licence shall lapse and shall
not be renewable.

26. Where the applicant for adriving licence is a person suffering
from any bodily defect or incapacity, any driving licence issued as
aforesaid may be issued conditionally upon observance of the conditions
set out therein, including where appropriate, a condition that the
driving licence shall relate only to a specified class of motor vehicles
especially constructed or adapted for the applicant's use.

27.-(I) Any court before which a person is convicted of-

(a) afirst offence under section 40, 41, 42 or 44 or paragraph ()
of section 52 shall cancel such person's driving licence for a
period of not less than three years and shall declare that person
to be disqualified from obtaining a driving licence of any type
during such period;

(b) afirst offence under section 50 or under paragraph (d) of
section 52 shall suspend such person's driving licence for a
period of not less than three months but not exceeding one
year and shall declare that person to be disqualified from obtaining
adriving licence of any type during the period of suspension;

(c) afirst offence under paragraph (a) or (b) of section 52
shall disqualify such person from driving or cancel such
persons driving licence, as the ease may be, for a period of
not less than one year and not less than six years respectively,
and shall declare that person to be disqualified from obtaining a
driving licence of any type during such period;

(d) asecond or subsequent offence under section 40, 41, 42 or 44 shall
cancel such person's driving licence for a period of not less
than six years and shall declare that person to be disqualified
from obtaining a driving licence of any type for such period;

(e) an offence under section 57 shall , suspend such person's driving
licence for a period of not less than twelve months and shall
declare that person to be disqualified from obtaining adriving

licence of an type during the period of suspension;
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(f) asecond or subsequent offence under section 43 or 50 or under

(9

paragraph (d) of section 52 shall suspend such person's driving
licence for a period of not less than twelve months but not
exceeding three years and shall declare that person to be
disqualified from obtaining a driving licence of any type during
the period of suspension;

) asecond or subsequent offence under paragraph (a) or (b) of

section 52 shall declare that person to be further disqualified
from obtaining a driving permit for six years or ten years,
respectively;

(h) an offence under section 45-

(i) if the proportion of alcohol in his blood exceeded the
prescribed limit but did not exceed one hundred and fifty
milligrammes of alcohol in one hundred milliliters of blood
at the time he provided the specimen, shall, on the first
conviction, suspend such person's driving licence for a period
of not less than six months but not exceeding one year and
shall declare that person to be disqualified from obtaining
adriving licence of any type during the period of suspen-
sion;

(i) if the proportion of alcohol in his blood exceeded the

prescribed limit but did not exceed one hundred and fifty
milligrammes of alcohol in one hundred millilitres or blood
at the time he provided the specimen, shall, on a second
conviction, suspend, such person's driving licence for a
period of not less than two years but not exceeding three
years and shall declare that person to be disqualified from
obtaining adriving licence of any type during the period of
suspension;

(iii) if the proportion of alcohol in his blood exceeded the pre-
scribed limit but did not exceed one hundred and fifty milli-
grammes of alcohol in one hundred millilitres of blood at
the time he provided the specimen, shall, on athird or sub-
sequent conviction, cancel such person's driving licence for
aperiod of not less than three years and shall declare that
person to be disqualified from obtaining a driving licence
of any type during such period,;

(iv) if the proportion of alcohal in his blood exceeded one hundred
and fifty milligrammes of alcohol in one hundred millilitres
of blood at the time he provided the specimen, shall, on firs,
conviction, cancel such person's driving licence for a period
of not less than three years and shall declare that person to
be disqualified from obtaining a driving licence of any type

during such period;
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(v) if the proportion of alcohol in his blood exceeded one hundred
and fifty milligrammes of alcohol in one hundred millilitres of
blood at the time he provided the specimen, shall on a second
or subsequent conviction, cancel such person's driving licence
for aperiod of not less 'than six years and shall declare
that person to be disqualified, from obtaining a driving licence
of any type for the stated period,

unless the court for special reasons thinks fit to order a shorter period
of cancellation or suspension of that person's driving licence and to
order him to be disqualified from obtaining a driving licence for a
shorter period or not to order him to be disqualified.

(2) The court shall, if the person convicted of any of the offences
referred to in subsection (1) holds a driving licence, endorse the parti-
culars of the conviction thereon.

28. (1) Any court before which a person, is convicted of-

(a) an offence under section 43 or section 51 may, in its discretion,
cancel or suspend such person's driving licence for a period not
exceeding six months and declare that person to be disqualified
from obtaining a driving licence of any type during the period
of cancellation;

(b) an offence under section 51 when such person has already been
convicted of an offence under section 40, 41, 42, 44, 45, 50 or
52 may, in its discretion, cancel or suspend such person's driving
licence for a period not exceeding two years and declare that
person to be disqualified from obtaining a driving licence of any
type during the period of cancellation; or

(c) any offence under this Act while his driving licence is endorsed,

may, in its discretion, cancel or suspend such person's drivi rg};
licénce for a period not exceeding one year and declare th

person to be disqualified from obtaining a driving licence of any
type during the period of cancellation or suspension.

(2) The court shall endorse the particulars of the conviction of any
of the offences referred to in the section on the driving licence.

29.-(1) A court before which a person is convicted of any offence
under this Act other than an offence under Part VI of this Act, may

endorse the particulars of the conviction on the convicted person's
driving licence.

(2) An endorsement on adriving licence shall be for such period
not exceeding two years as the court shall specify.

30-An appeal shall lie against an order made by the court under
section 27, 28 or 29 of this Act in the same manner as an appeal
against a conviction and if an appeal islodged, the court making the
order or the court to which the appeal lies may suspend the operation
of the order pending the determination of the appeal.
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31.-(1) If adriving licence or learner driving licenceis lost, defaced |
or mutilated, the Registrar shall, on payment of the prescribed fee, duplicate or
issue to the holder thereof a duplicate driving licence, or aduplicate substitute
learner driving licence, as the case may driving

(2) Where any driving licence or learner driving licence which has '%"°es
been lost is subsequently found, the holder thereof shall forthwith
deliver up to 'the Registrar any duplicate issued under subsection (1)
of this section.

(3) On the, issue of aduplicate driving licence to any person, the
Registrar shall enter on that driving licence the particulars endorsed
on any previous driving licence held by him unless the holder has
previously become entitled under this Act to the issue of adriving
licence free from endorsement.

(4) A person whose driving licence is endorsed by a court under
section 29 of this Act (who has not previously become entitled under
this Act to have a driving licence issued to him free from endorsement)
who applies for or obtains a driving licence without giving the parti-
culars of the endorsement on, his driving licence shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to afine not exceeding ten

thousand shillings or to aterm of imprisonment not exceeding two ,
years and any driving licence so obtained shall be declared invalid by
the court.

(5) When a person whose driving licence is endorsed by a court
under section 29 of this Act has had, during a continuous period of
three years or more from the day when the endorsement was entered
on his driving licence, no other endorsement entered on, his driving
licence, he shall on application, be entitled at any time, subject to the
payment of the prescribed fee, on surrendering any subsisting driving
licence, to have a new driving licence issued to him free from endorse-
ment.

(6) In reckoning the period of three years for the purposes of sub-
section (5), any period during which the applicant's driving licence
was suspended by an order of a court and the period, if any during
which the applicant was disqualified than holding or obtaining a
driving licence shall be excluded.

32. Every person whose driving licence is suspended or cancelled 5 cion
or whose driving permit is required for endorsement under the provisions driving
of section 27, 28 or 29 shall forthwith surrender the driving licenceto  |icencesfor
the court for particulars of the conviction to be endorsed thereon. ,  cancellation

or

31 Where the court "cancel’s or suspends a driving licence or orders ~ endorsement
adriving licence to be endorsed under the provisions of section 27, 28 driving  Custody of
or 29 the court shall send notice thereof to the Registrar and shall, in  driving
every case where a person's driving licence is cancelled or suspended, licences while
forward the driving licence to the Registrar. cancelled etc,

34. A person who applies for adriving for adriving licence after aperiod of  appication
cancellation of hisformer of hisformer driving licence has expired shall inall  for driving

respects be treated as if he were applying for adriving licence for the  licence after
first time. cancellation
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35.-(1) A. person who, by virtue of a conviction for an offence or
an order made under this Act, is disqualified from holding or obtaining
adriving licence May, at any time after the expiration of twelve months
from the date of such conviction or order, apply to the High Court to
remove such disqualification and the High Court may, if it thinks fit,
and having regard to-

(a) the character of such person;

(b) his conduct subsequent to such conviction or order;
(c) the nature of the offence; and

(d) any other circumstance of the case,

either, etg/ order, remove the disqualification from such date as may be
specified by the High Court or refuse such application.

(2) Where an application under subsection (1) of this section has
been refused a further application thereunder shall not be entertained
within six months after the date of the refusal of the application.

(3) If, under this section, the High Court orders a disqualification to
be removed, it shall cause particulars of the order to be endorsed on the
driving licence, if any, previously held by the applicant and may, in any
case, order the applicant to pay the whole or any part of the costs of
the application.

36. Any person who-
(a) isdisqualified from obtaining a driving licence; or
(b) has had his driving licence cancelled; or

(c) inany way if prohibited from driving any class of motor vehicles,
in any of the Partner States shall be subject to the same disqualification
cancellation or prohibition m Tanganyika as if such disqualification,
cancellation or prohibition had been imposed by a court in Tanganyika.

37. Any person who-

(a) owns amotor vehicle (other than a motor-cycle) which is used
on aroad for the purpose of teaching a person to drive the motor
vehicle, when at the, time the motor vehicle is being so used for
teaching there is no person in the motor vehicle holding avalid
d(reih\'/i rlwg licence issued under this Part for driving such motor
vehicle; or

(b) teaches or instructs any person to drive a motor vehicle on a
road when heis not in possession of avalid driving licence issued
under this Part for driving the vehicle for the driving of which
he gives such instructor; or

(c) whilein possession of alearner driving licence drives a motor
vehicle without a person holding avalid driving licence in
respect of such vehicle being in or on the motor vehicle at the
time; or

(d) while in possession of alearner driving licence, drives a mator
vehicle which, isnot at the time displaying the prescribed
identification, marksin the "prescribed manner; or
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(e) makes afalse statement or gives false information when applying
for any licence under this part,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to afind
not exceeding ten thousand shillings or to aterm of imprisonment not
exceeding two years or to both such fine and imprisonment.

38-(1) Every person who is disqualified under this Act from obtain-

eheisso disqualified shall be guilty of an offence and any driving

. L . . . . .- Offences
mg_i':ldrlvmg licence and who applies for or obtainsadriving Licence o
whi

applying

licence so obtained shall be of no effect. obtaining

(2) A police officer may arrest, without warrant, any person  diving
hefinds driving a motor vehicle while he as disqualified from holding licence

or obtaining a driving licence under this Act, whether or not by an o driving

order of acourt, or it the disqualification is limited to the driving of a
motor vehicle of a particular class or description, a motor vehicle
of that group or description, while heis so disqualified.

PART IV
USE OF MOTOR VEHICLES

39.-(1) No motor vehicle or trailer shall be used on aroad or ally
other public place unless the motor vehicle or trailer and all parts there-
of and its equipment, including its chassis, engine, gear system, brake
system, body work or any part thereof, tyres and lights-

(a) arein good repair and in efficient working order, and are m such
condition that the driving of the vehicle on theroad either in the
daytime or at night is not likely to be a danger to the persons
travelling on the motor vehicle or trailer or to other users of the
road;

(b) fully comply with any requirements or specifications prescribed in
respect thereof by the regulations.

(2) No motor vehicle or trailer shall be used on aroad with aload
greater than the load capacity declared by the manufacturers of the
chassis of the motor vehicle or trailer or greater than the load capacity
determined under the provisions of this Act.

(3) No motor vehicle or trailer shall be used on aroad if the distribu-
tion, packing and adjustment of the load is such as to make it a
danger to persons travelling on the motor vehicle or trailer or to other
users of the road.

(4) For the purposes of subsections (2) and (3) of this section, persons
H%vlglalxijng on amotor vehicle or trailer shall be deemed to be part of

Provided that-
(@) achild who is under the apparent age of three years and who
does not occupy a seat shall not be deemed to be a passenger; and

(b) any two children, each of whom is over, the apparent age of three
years and under the apparent age of twelve years, shall be deemed
to be one passenger;

() in the case of avehicle licensed under the Transport Licensing

Act, 1973 the provisions of subsections (2) and (3) shall be deemed
to have been contravened if any provision of that Act or any

while
disgualified

Condition

of motor
vehicles etc.,
for useon
aroad


http://exceed.ng

22 No. 30 Road Traffic 1973

condition of the licence issued under that Act in regard to the
weight of the load or the, passengersis not complied
with.

(5) Any person who uses on aroad a motor vehicle or trailer in
contravention of the provisions of subsections (1), (2) or (3) shall be
guilty of an office and shall be liable, on first conviction, to, a one not
exceeding twenty thousand shillings and on a second conviction, to afirta
not exceeding thirty, thousand shillings and, on a third or subsequent,
conviction, to afine not exceeding fifty thousand shillings or, in each

case, to aterm of imprisonment not exceeding three years or to, both
such fine and such imprisonment.

(6) For the purposes of this section-

(a) any person who causes or permits a motor vehicle or atrailer to

be used in contravention of any of the provisions of this section;

(b) in the case of a contravention of subsection (1) of this section, any

person who is shown to the satisfaction of the court to be respon-
sible for the maintenance of the motor vehicle or trailer; and

(¢) in the case of a contravention of subsection (2) or (3) of this

section, any person who is shown to the satisfaction of the
court to have been responsible for the maintenance of the
motor vehicle or trailer,
shall be guilty of the like offence and shall be liable to the penalties
provided for by this section.

(7) For the purposes of paragraph (a) of subsection (6) and without
prejudice to paragraph (b) or (c) of that subsection, where the person
using avehicle in contravention of any of the provisions of this section
is an employee of the owner the employer shall be deemed to have
permitted the vehicle to be used in contravention of such provision of
this section unless he can satisfy the court that at the relevant time the
vehicle was not being used by the employee in the course of or in
connection with his employment or that he the employer took all reason-
able steps necessary to ensure that such contravention would not occur.

(8) Where a person is convicted of an offence under the provisions
of subsection (1), (2) or (3) of this section in respect of the same motor
vehicle or trailer two or more times within a period of twelve months,
the court may order the Registrar to suspend the registration of such
vehicle or trailer for a period not exceeding twelve months, and in
that event the owner of the vehicle shall surrender the certificate of
registration issued in respect of the vehicle to the registrar, who shall
retain the same in his custody until after the expiration of the
period of suspension when he shall return it to the owner.

(9) When the registration of a motor vehicle or trailer has been
suspended under subsection (8) of this section, no refund of registration
fee shall be made.

(10) Where the registration, of a motor vehicle suspended under
this section or any other provision of this Act, and the Registrar is
satisfied that the ownership of the vehicle has passed to some other
person by a bona fide sale or disposition or by operation of law, and
that the vehicle no longer contravenes any of the, provisions of sub-

section (1), he, may r ister, the new owner as the owner and release
the certi |cate of reglst ion to the new owner.
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40.-(1) Any person who causes bodily injury to or the death of any  causing

person by the driving of a motor vehicle or trailer recklesslsk/ orata bodily
or in amanner which, having regard to all the circumsfances of  injury through

the case, is dangerous to the public or to any other person shall be guilty dangerous
of an offence driving etc.

(2) Any person who, while under the influence of drink or adrug
to such an, extent as to be incapable of having proper control of the
vehicle, isin charge of amotor vehicle or traller and by an act or
omission m relation thereto causes bodily injury to or the death of any
person shall be guilty of an offence.

41. Any person who causes bodily injury to or the death of any causing
person by carelessly using a motor vehicle or trailer shall be guilty of bodily

injury or
an offence. death thought
careless-
42.-(1) Any person who, on any road- ness

(a) recklessly drives a motor vehicle or trailer; or Reckless or
(b) drives amotor vehicle or trailer at a speed which, having regard  dangerous
to all the circumstances of the case, is or might be dangerous to driving
the public or to any person; or
(c) drives amotor vehicle or trailer in a manner which, having regard
to all the circumstances of the case, is or might be dangerous to
the public or to any person,
shall be guilty of an offence.
43,-(I) Any person who drives any motor vehicle or trailer insucha  opsructing
way as to obstruct, hinder or impede the progress of an official motor  of official
cade, or who disobeys the instruction, conveyed orally, by signals or motorcade
otherwise, of any police officer or other public officer in any vehicle
escorting or forming part of the official motorcade, or of any police
officer or other public officer on any road or other public place along
which an official motorcade is passing or is about to pass, shall be
guilty of an offence.

(2) For the purposes of this section "an official motorcade" means
amotorcade of two or more motor vehicles escorted by or carrying a
police officer to ensure that such motorcade has a safe and unimpeded
journey to its destination.

(3) Inany proceedings for an offence under this section a certificate
in writing signed by a police officer not below the rank of a Senior
Superintendent of Police that a motorcade was an official motor-
cade shall be conclusive evidence of the facts stated therein.
44. Any person who, while under the influence of drink or drug., Drivingof a
to such an extent as to be incapable of having proper control of a  motor
motor vehicle or trailer, drives or attemptsto drive or in charge of  vehicle
d motor vehicle or trailer on any road or other public place shall be ";’]h'_'efllmdef .
quilty of an offence. o uenceo
45.-(1) Any person who drives or attempts to drive or isin, charge ~ dgs
of amotor vehicle or trailer on aroad or other public place, having ~ Drivingofa
consumed alcohol such quantity that the proportion thereof in his ™o

blood, as ascertained from a laboratory test for which he subsequently g "

provides a specimen under section 46 of this Act, exceeds the prescribed  alcohol

limit at the time he provides the specimen, shall be guilty of an offence  qapa "
prescribed
limit
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(2) A person, shall not be. convicted under this section of being in
charge of ai motor vehicle or trailer if he, provesthat at the material
time, the 'circumstances were such that there was no likelihood of
his driving it so long as there was any probability of his having alcohol
in his blood in aproportion exceeding the prescribed limit.

(3) In determining for the purpose of subsection (2), the likelihood
of any person driving a motor vehicle or atrailer when heisininjured
or We vehicle is damaged, the court may disregard the fact that he
had been injured or that the vehicle had been damaged.

(4) Notwithstanding the provision of subsection (1), (2) or (3) of
this section, an person who, when driving or in charge of, or during
any period of duty in connection with the driving of, a motor vehicle
licensed under the Transport Licensing Act, 1973, drinks any intoxicat-
ing liquor shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction
to afine not exceeding ten thousand shillings or to aterm of imprison-
ment not exceeding two years or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(5) Any person who gives any driver or any, person in charge of
of amotor vehicle, licensed under the Transport Licensing Act, 1973
any intoxicating liquor, whether for reward or not, shall be guilty of
an offence and shall be liable on conviction to afine not exceeding
ten thousand shillings or to imprisonment not exceeding twelve months
or to both such fine and imprisonment.

46-(1) A police officer may require any person driving or attempting
to drive or in charge of amotor vehicle or trailer on aroad or other
public place to accompany him to a police station or the surgery of
amedical practitioner to provide a specimen of blood for alaboratory
test there if the police officer has reasonable cause-

(a) to suspect him of having alcohol in his body; or

(b) to suspect him of having committed atraffic offence while the

motor vehicle or trailer was in motion.

(2) If an accident occurs owing to the presence of a motor vehicle
or trailer on aroad or other public place, a police officer in uniform
may require any person who, he has reasonable cause to believe, was
driving or attempting to drive or was in charge of the vehicle at the
time of the accident to accompany him to a police station or the surgery
of amedical practitioner to provide a specimen of blood for a
laboratory test; but a person shall not be required to provide such a
specimen of blood while at a hospital as patient if the medical practitioner
in charge of his caseis not first notified of the proposal to make
the requirement or objects to the provision of a specimen of blood
on the ground that, its provision or the requirement to provide it
would be prejudicial to the proper care or treatment of the patient.

(3) If aperson required by a police officer under subsection (1) or
(2) of this section to provide a specimen of blood for laboratory test
falls to do so and the police officer has reasonabl e cause to suspect
him of having alcohol in his body, the police officer may arrest him
without warrant except while he is at a hospital as a patient.

(4) Any person required to provide a specimen of blood pursuant

to the provisions of this section who refuses to provide such specimen
of blood shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction
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to afine not exceeding ten thousand shillings and failure to provide
a specimen of blood shall be taken by the court as a prima facie evidence
that the accused's blood alcohol was, at the time when he was driving
or was in charge of the vehicle, above the prescribed limit.

47.-(1) When a person submits to a blood test at the request of
a police officer made pursuant to the provisions of section 46 of this

Act, only amedical CPra(:tit_i oner or registered nurse may withdraw blood
for the, purpose of determining the alcoholic content therein.

(2) Chemical analysis of the person's blood shall be considered
valid under this section if performed according to methods approved
by the Chief Medical officer, by a person possessing avalid permit
issued by the Chief Medical officer for this purpose.

(3) The Chief Medical officer may approve satisfactory techniques
or methods to ascertain the qualifications and competence of
individual s to conduct such analyses and issue permits which shall
be subject to termination or revocation at the discretion of the Chief
Medical officer.

(4) The person tested may have amedical practitioner, or aqualified
technician, chemist, registered nurse, or other qualified person of his
own choosing to administer a chemical test in addition to any test
administered at the direction of the police officer, but failure or
inability to obtain an additional test by such person shall not preclude
the admission of evidence relating to a test taken at the direction of
apolice officer in accordance with the provisions of this section.

(5) Upon the request of the person Who submits to a blood test
pursuant to the provisions of this section, full information concerning
the test shall be made available to him or his advocate.

48. Any person required to provide a specimen of blood for a
laboratory test pursuant to the provisions of this Act may thereafter be

detained at a police station units it appears to a police officer that the
proportion of alcohol in that person's blood does not exceed the

prescribed limit-

49. For the p